Exploring your options after Ash Manor School

Training?
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College?

Sixth
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Apprenticeship?

INTRODUCTION
This booklet is designed to give you an overview of the options available to you when
you leave school.
As well as preparing you to take your examinations in the summer, our aim is to give
you as much information and guidance to help you make an informed choice for you
when you move on to your next steps.
Today is about giving you the opportunity to learn about and explore the pathways
that are available to you, focussing more on those you have expressed an interest in.
Our aim is to help you
• Understand the options available to you after Year 11
• Find out more about what is available to you locally and give you the chance to
research your options further
• Give you more information about how to access the different options available
to you.
Your choices after Year 11 will be the first time you will be able to choose where you
learn, how you learn and what you learn.
It’s important that you have as much information as possible to make the choices that
are right for YOU.

Post 16 Education – What are my options?
Full-Time Study – this could be a qualification taken at a sixth form, college or training provider,
totalling 540 hours of learning time per year, or around 18 hours per week.
Apprenticeships – this involves working for an employer while studying for a qualification as part of
your training. Usually, work makes up 80% of an apprenticeship and at least 20% (or one day a week)
should be dedicated to studying.
Traineeships – this is an option for students who would like to do an apprenticeship but may not have
the experience, skills or qualifications to do so yet. Traineeships can last up to six months and involve a
work placement, Maths and English qualifications and support with finding an apprenticeship.
Part-Time Study with Employment or Volunteering – this could be working in a full-time job (classed as
any work that takes place over more than two months and is over 20 hours per week) or volunteering
(again, over 20 hours per week) while studying part-time at a college or training provider (totalling 280
hours of learning per year).
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Everyone needs to be in learning until 18
• Sixth Form and Further Education colleges vary greatly in the range of courses they offer
and the environment you will be learning in.
• Some colleges have large class sizes and some are much smaller. A sixth form at a school
will offer you smaller class sizes and could be a better option if you would find a large
campus overwhelming.
• Larger colleges offer a greater variety of subject choices and the options to get involved in
more extra-curricular activities.
• Consider the subject choice, location and environment to find the best fit for you.
• Training providers offer many specialised vocational courses in a smaller environment.
• Apprenticeships are real jobs you have to compete for.

OVERVIEW OF OPTIONS AVAILABLE
SIXTH FORM COLLEGES
Sixth form colleges typically focus on A Level (Advanced Level) qualifications. These are normally two
year courses that end in an overall examination and a grade from A*-E, with a similar structure to
GCSEs but looking at the subject in a lot more depth.
Students can study:
Traditional A-Levels – Subjects like Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English Literature, English Language,
Mathematics, Geography, History, Languages, Religious Education, Music, Art
Alternative A-Levels – Subjects like Photography, Law, Sociology, Psychology, Business Studies, Film
Studies, Media Studies, Economics, Politics, Sports Science
BTEC L3 Diplomas – Some sixth form colleges offer BTEC qualifications that can be taken alongside A
Levels. These are usually made up of a number of separate modules and include practical assessments
and coursework, as well as exams. Subjects can include Health and Social Care, Applied Science, Travel
and Tourism and Engineering.
Students studying A-Levels usually select three (depending on their GCSE grades they can select a
fourth) that they want to study at sixth form and if they study four, can choose to drop one subject
after their first year of sixth form. Students can also choose to study a one-year AS Level qualification,
which is worth 40% of an A-Level. Sixth form colleges also offer something called the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ), an independent project that can provide students with UCAS points to put
towards university.
Entry Requirements:
Most sixth form colleges usually ask students to have 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above but make sure that
you do your research, as some courses, such as A-Level maths, physics, biology, chemistry and history
require students to achieve a Grade 6 at GCSE in those and supporting subjects in order to
demonstrate their deeper understanding of the subject (e.g. History A Level might require a Grade 6
at GCSE in history and English language).
You can also choose to take your A Levels at a school with a sixth form.

GENERAL FE COLLEGES
Generally offer a wider range BTECs and vocational courses and can also offer A Levels. Vocational
courses can include Hair and Beauty, Childcare and Construction, Business Management, Games
Design, Automotive Engineering, Food Technology, Fashion Design, Performing Arts and Photography
– each college will offer different choices.
Entry Requirements:
Entry Level/Level 1 – Can require anything from no qualifications up to 3 GCSEs (any grade)
Level 2 – Usually requires 3 GCSEs at Grade 3 or above
Level 3 – Usually requires 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above

T-Levels
T Levels are new courses coming in September 2020, which will follow GCSEs and will be equivalent to
3 A Levels. These 2-year courses have been developed in collaboration with employers and businesses
so that the content meets the needs of industry and prepares students for work.
T Levels will offer students a mixture of classroom learning and ‘on-the-job’ experience during an
industry placement of at least 315 hours (approximately 45 days). They will provide the knowledge
and experience needed to open the door into skilled employment, further study or a higher
apprenticeship.
For more information, visit https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/

Apprenticeships
Apprenticeships are an increasingly popular choice but are very competitive. They are real jobs with a
recognised qualification. Employers pay a salary and are available at different levels. Apprenticeships
are advertised throughout the year and you have to apply like a normal job.
Most important step is to create an account with the “Find an Apprenticeship Service” at
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship Find out more at www.amazingapprenticeships.com and
look on the websites of large companies.
Apprenticeships come in four different levels:
Intermediate/Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE) – usually requires Maths/English at GCSE
Advanced/Level 3 (equivalent to A-Level) – usually requires 5 GCSEs at Grade 4+
Higher/Level 4-5 (equivalent to Foundation Degree) – usually requires L3 or A-Levels
Degree/Level 6-7 (equivalent to University Degree) – usually requires 3 A-Levels or similar

Traineeships
Opportunity for students aged 16-24 who do not have the relevant qualifications, experience or skills
to start an apprenticeship but are interested in progressing on to one in the
future. Traineeships involve a programme of up to six months of study, including a work placement,
qualifications in Maths and English and support with finding a job or apprenticeship once the course is
completed. Students are not paid for taking part but can apply for a 16-19 Bursary Fund to help with
costs.

Alton College
Old Odiham Road
Alton
Hampshire GU34 2LX

Telephone: 01420 592200

Website:

Email:
customerservices@hsdc.ac.uk

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/studywith-us/alton-campus/

Information about travel:
https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/alton-campus/how-to-getto-alton-campus/

Ofsted Rating:
(part of HSDC Group)

Opportunity to study the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ), an independent project that
can provide students with UCAS points towards a
university place.

Courses offered for 16 - 19
A Levels
BTECs
Vocational Courses

Things to consider:
• Large range of A Levels that can be combined with BTECS
• Medium size campus with a wide age range of students
• Wide arrange of extra-curricular courses
Highlights:
• Later start – lessons start at 10.00am and finish at 4.15pm with longer lessons (2 per day)
• State-of-the-art engineering suite

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

Farnborough Sixth Form College
Prospect Avenue
Farnborough
Hampshire
GU14 8JX

Telephone: 01252 688200
Email: admin@farnborough.ac.uk

Information about travel:
https://farnborough.ac.uk/lifefarnborough-traveltocollege

Website:
www.farnborough.ac.uk

Ofsted Rating: Outstanding

Opportunity to study the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ), an independent project that
can provide students with UCAS points towards a
university place.

Courses offered for 16 - 19
A Levels
BTECs
Vocational Courses

Things to consider:
• Large range of A-levels that can be combined with BTECs and vocational courses
• Large campus with students aged 16 - 19
• Large number of college and student run extra-curricular activities
Highlights:
• Volunteering opportunities
• Stretch and Challenge programme

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

Farnborough College of Technology
Boundary Road
Farnborough
Hampshire
GU14 6SB

Telephone: 01252 405555

Website: www.farn-ct.ac.uk

Email: info@farn-ct.ac.uk

Information about travel:
https://www.farn-ct.ac.uk/student-life/travel/

Ofsted Rating: Outstanding

Courses offered for 16 - 19
Also includes:
A’Levels
BTECs
Aldershot Construction College
T-Levels
Unit 2, Holder Road, Aldershot
Apprenticeships
Hampshire GU12 4PQ
Vocational Courses
Things to consider:
• Large range of BTECs that can be combined with A-Levels
• Large campus with a wide age range of students including mature students
• Offers T-Levels
Highlights:
• Hair & Beauty Academy (students practice their skills on members of the public)
• Gallery Restaurant (food is cooked and served on site by catering students)

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

Farnham Sixth Form College
Farnham College
Morley Road
Farnham
Surrey GU9 8LU

Telephone: 0800 612 6008

Website: www.farnham.ac.uk

Email: via contact us form

Information about travel:
https://www.farnham.ac.uk/Contact/TravellingTransport.aspx

Ofsted Rating: Good (Part of
Activate Learning)

Courses offered for 16 - 19
A Levels
BTECs
Vocational Courses
Things to consider:
• Wide range of A-levels that can be combined with BTECs and vocational courses
• Smaller campus with students aged 16 - 19
• Good range of college and student run extra-curricular activities
Highlights:
• Smaller class sizes
• Brand new fitness suite

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to
do this course?

Godalming College
Tuesley Lane
Godalming
Surrey GU7 1RS

Telephone: 01483 423526

Website: www.godalming.ac.uk

Email: college@godalming.ac.uk

Information about travel:
https://www.godalming.ac.uk/getting-to-college/travelling-tocollege

Ofsted Rating: Outstanding

Opportunity to study the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ), an independent project that
can provide students with UCAS points towards a
university place.

Courses offered for 16 - 19
A Levels
BTECs
Vocational Courses

Things to consider:
• Large range of A-levels that can be combined with BTECs and vocational courses
• Large campus with students aged 16 - 19
• Large number of college and student run extra-curricular activities
Highlights:
• +Explore and +Active programmes
• +Enrichment programme including EPQ, Core Maths and Arts Award Gold

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

Guildford College
Guildford College
Stoke Road
Guildford
Surrey GU1 1EZ

Telephone: 0800 612 6008

Website: www.guildford.ac.uk

Email: via contact form

Information about travel:
https://www.guildford.ac.uk/Contact/TravelTransport.aspx

Ofsted Rating: Good (part of
Activate Learning group)

Courses offered for 16 - 19
A’Levels
BTECs
Apprenticeships
Vocational Courses
Things to consider:
• Large range of BTECs that can be combined with A-Levels
• Large campus with a wide age range of students including mature students
• Large number of college and student union run extra-curricular activities
Highlights:
• TV studio, air cabin crew training room, kitchens & restaurant, hair & beauty salons
• Offers a really wide range of courses

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

Merrist Wood College
Holly Lane
Worplesdon
Guildford
Surrey. GU3 3PE

Telephone: 0800 612 6008

Website:
www.merristwood.ac.uk

Email: via contact form

Information about travel:
https://www.merristwood.ac.uk/Contact/TravelTransport.aspx

Ofsted Rating: Good (part of
Activate Learning group)

Courses offered for 16 - 19
Diplomas
BTECs
Extended Certificates
Things to consider:
• Large range of different courses – e.g.: Animal Management, Arboriculture & Forestry, Public
Services, Landscaping, Floristry,
• Fully functioning farm
• Work experience opportunities and industry links
Highlights:
• One of the top equestrian centres in the south east
• State-of-the-art multi million pound Animal Management Centre

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

All Hallows Catholic School
Weybourne Road
Farnham
Surrey. GU9 9HF

Telephone: 01252 319211

Website: allhallows.net

Email: admin@allhallows.net

Information about travel:

Ofsted Rating: Outstanding
Opportunity to study the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ), an independent project that
can provide students with UCAS points towards a
university place.

Courses offered for 16 - 19
A Levels
BTECs

Things to consider:
• Smaller classes
• Expected to dress in smart ‘business’ dress
• Requires religious study as part of the curriculum
Highlights:
• Small classes
• Small campus

From this session – first impressions
What do I like about this college?

What didn’t I like about this college?

Questions to research…
What courses does this college offer me that I’d be interested in?
Subject

How would I get there?

Qualification

What subjects/grades do I need to do
this course?

APPRENTICESHIPS
Apprenticeship allow you to start working and earning a living straight from school, or college or
university. They allow you to build valuable skills. An apprenticeship gives you practical on-the-job
experience, essential learning tools and all-important qualifications that will last you a lifetime,
wherever tomorrow takes you.
§

Work Experience — You’ll have a real job that you spend a majority of your time doing. Whether
you’re an engineer, lawyer or business administrator you’ll be doing the same work as someone
else in your job who wasn’t doing an apprenticeship.

§

Mentor — You’ll get a workplace mentor who is someone that has lots of industry experience to
support you through your job and qualification

§

Qualification — whether you’re working towards a qualification equivalent to GCSEs or up to a
master level, you’ll be studying as well as working.

§

Workplace skills — developing the skills you need for the workplace and boosting your job
prospects, your long-term career progression, and earning potential.

An apprenticeship is a real job. And employers respect them. In fact, they think that apprentices are
15% more employable than those with other qualifications. You'll be working alongside experienced
people, supporting them and learning from them as you go. Working at least 30 hours a week, you'll
gain most of the training you need in the workplace. But you may also go to a college, training provider,
training centre or learn online to gain vital skills and qualifications.
Respected by employers across the world, an apprenticeship will lead to a national qualification, with a
network of support available to give you all the help you need to do well. It's also in your employers'
interest to help you succeed. And all your training will be designed with your employer. So, you can
relax in the knowledge that you're learning the right stuff to get you ahead.
An apprenticeship is a great way to enjoy a successful start in work. As well as learning the skills and
gaining the qualifications you want, you'll also gain confidence and the chance to learn while earning.
Every apprenticeship is different and tailored to the industry or workplace.
Why should I choose one?
Apprenticeships are a great option for starting your career, particularly as an alternative to university.
Apprenticeships offer a great opportunity to complete a qualification that interests you, as well as
developing on the job skills to further your career.
How do I apply for an apprenticeship?
To apply for an apprenticeship, you can search on https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship or job
website like www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk and find opportunities near you at the level you’re looking for.
You can filter by industries, salary and when the vacancy was added.
How much do I get paid?
You’ll get paid a salary when you do an apprenticeship. This includes your employer paying you when
you’re working, when you’re studying and also when you’re on holiday! See the current wage rates:

Age
25 and over
21 - 24
18 - 20
Under 18
Apprentice

Current Rate
£7.83
£7.38
£5.90
£4.20
£3.70

Many apprentices pay much more than minimum.
How long do they last?
The minimum duration of an Apprenticeship is 12 months. This allows you the time to get your
qualification and the industry experience required for your End Point Assessment (final sign off of your
apprenticeship). Apprenticeships at a higher level, such as degree apprenticeships can last up to 6
years, you'll have a lot more coursework. Apprenticeships also tend to last longer in industries such as
law or building surveying if you're working towards chartered status and qualifications.
What is apprenticeship training?
To find out about apprenticeships you need to know all about the training that goes into the
qualification. As an apprentice, you'll spend 20% of your training working towards a qualification that
you can apply to your day job. It depends on your provider and employer on what you'll be doing, you
could study at work, at home or go to college or university to get your qualification. Some
apprenticeships even involve you spending weeks away at a time doing block release!
What types of Apprenticeships are there?
Level 2 - Intermediate Apprenticeships – The equivalent to getting 5 GCSEs A*-C Level 3 – Advanced
Apprenticeships – The equivalent of L3 BTECs at College or A-Levels Level 4, 5, 6 - Higher Apprenticeship
– These are equivalent to the different levels at university. Level 4 is first year, level 5 is second year
and level 6 is final year. Level 6 – Degree Apprenticeship – This is the equivalent to getting a Bachelor's
degree. Level 7 – Professional Apprenticeship – This is the equivalent of a Master's degree.
Who can do an apprenticeship?
Apprenticeships are suitable for anybody at any age, although most people think they are just for
school and college leavers. Whether you're looking to start your career after school or university, or you
want to change your career route – apprenticeships are for everyone. Many employers even put their
current members of staff on Apprenticeships to help them develop, this includes anything from
management to engineering qualifications, so they learn the latest techniques.
What's after an apprenticeship?
What you choose to do after your apprenticeship is really up to you – there is lots of options. Many
employers will ask you to stay after your apprenticeship as you already know the ins and outs of the
business – often this comes with a pay rise too. When you complete your apprenticeship, you can
choose to move to another organisation, or even move onto a higher-level course to further develop
your skills.
Once you've started your apprenticeship you don't have to stay in employment, you still have the
option to go to University or even to go on a gap year.

When do apprenticeships start?
Apprenticeships start throughout the year, so there are always opportunities available. If you want to
find an apprenticeship you just have to search them online.
Bigger companies who recruit apprentices do have key hiring periods. These tend to be January, March
and September however you should check employer websites to be sure about each employer, as
they're all different.
Progression to apprenticeships
Opportunities for progression in an apprenticeship can be very vast, particularly with bigger
organisations but also with small ones. This is because as you progress in your training and with the
employer you can get more responsibility. Often, with taking more responsibility will also mean
increments. You can also progress through the levels of apprenticeships, so you could start at an
intermediate apprenticeship and work up to getting your degree.
Some organisations also do rotations within the company which will give you understanding of lots of
business areas. This makes progression a lot easier as you really understand the entirety of the business
you work in.

Apprenticeships are very competitive, so you should apply to college/colleges for September as well.
That way, if you don’t get an apprenticeship, you can still study. Whilst you’re studying, you can still
apply for apprenticeships or you can apply for a higher level apprenticeship once you have more
qualifications.

WHAT I NEED TO DO NEXT:
•
•

WRITE A GOOD CV
LOOK FOR APPRENTICESHIPS YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR

Some things to consider when making your choices….
Have you talked to your Careers Advisor or your family?
Are you aware of the skills and qualities needed for the next steps you’re interested in?
Have you considered your likes, interests and dislikes?
Did you research properly? Did you understand the options and qualifications needed?
Have you asked about financial and other support for your studies?
Do you want to study full time or earn while you learn?
Do you know what makes a good application for college or an apprenticeship?
Are you making plans with a goal in mind?
Do you have a backup plan in case everything doesn’t go the way you’d hoped the first time?

Which of the above do I need to consider further?

MAKING A DECISION use the table below to help you choose between your top 4 choices, adding
all the things you like about each option under pros and the things you don’t under cons. You can then
compare your choices to see which comes out best.

PROS
OPTION 1

OPTION 2

OPTION 3

OPTION 4

CONS

SAMPLE APPLICATION FORM

MY NEXT ACTIONS
I NEED TO…

SUMMARY / THINGS I HAVE LEARNT FROM TODAY

BY THIS DATE…

COLLEGE OPEN DAYS
Below are the current dates listed for open days. Due to the current pandemic, you will need to check the
websites closer to the date to check whether the events are still going ahead or whether there is a virtual
event taking place instead. Some colleges are still to publish their dates so if you can’t see the institution
you are interested in visiting on this list, check their website for an update.

SEPTEMBER

24th

7:00pm – 9:00pm

St Peter’s Catholic School (virtual)

OCTOBER

7th

4:00pm – 8:00pm

Guildford College

8th

4:00pm – 8:00pm

Woking College

10th

9:30 – 1:30pm

Merrist Wood College

13th

4:00pm – 7:30pm

Farnborough College of Technology

14th

4:00pm – 7:30pm

Farnborough College of Technology

14th

3:00pm – 9:00pm

Farnborough Sixth Form College

14th

4:00pm – 8:00pm

Farnham Sixth Form College

15th

4:00pm – 7:30pm

Aldershot College (Construction Courses)

15th

5:00pm – 8:00pm

Alton College

15th

3:00pm – 9:00pm

Farnborough Sixth Form College

5th

6:00pm – 8:30pm

Guildford County School

7th

To be advised

All Hallows Sixth Form

14th

9:30 – 1:30pm

Guildford College

18th

4:00pm – 8:00pm

Merrist Wood College

21st

9:30 – 1:30pm

Farnham Sixth Form College

NOVEMBER

EVENTS I WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND:

DATE:

TIME:

PLACE:

